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Abstracts of Articles

YAO Xiaophng, A brief review of missionaries Chinese dictionaries n the Vatican
collection

Among the Vatican oollection of woluminous Chinese books there are dozens of Chinese-
European language lexicons sme of which are sheer lists of equivalent words Others
hovever, are already neatly bound in a dictionary fom, containing thousands of Chinese
character entries with corregponding explanations in European languages In the process of
producing these Chines dictionaries targeted for European leamers, various efforts had been
made © st up a systan of phonetic notation for Chinese gyllables, to classify Chinese
vocabulary by samantic principles and to analyze Chinese grammar by gpplying to it the
concepts and tems of Western traditional granmar The value of these manuscripts lies in
recording a status quo ante of both M andarin Chinese and its dialects

Keywords missionaries Chinese dictionaries, Vatican collection of Chinese books

YANG Jun, Stochastic Optmality Theory: A critical reading

Recent developments in Optimality Theory (OT) witness the revival of the probabilistic
tradition of linguistic research The present pgper atteanpts, on the basis of sme fundamental
asamptions in cognitive science, t examine the theoretical premises of probabilistic OT, and
its key concepts, which include indeteminate ranking of constraints, stochastic distribution of
ranking values, the maximum entropy model, and the leamability of siochastic OT.
Keywords stochastic optmality theory, probabilistic linguistics

BIQ YungO, Lexicalization and phraslization of na collocates n goken Taiwan
M andar n

Recent studies in compus linguistics have identified frequency as a contributing factor
language change A's the granmaticalization of the demonstratives in modem Chinese has been
documented, this pgper explores sme further cases in which collocating phrases containing the
distal demonstrative, na( ), are going through stages of lexicalization in the M andarin spoken
in Tawan These lexicalization proceses can be accounted for in tems of linguistic
aubjectification N azhong ( ) is often used o express gpproximation or vague identification
and indicate geaker's uncertainty On the other hand, many tkens of zai nabian ( )
are not used i convey locative infomation but rather the gpeaker's intention © highlight what
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s/he is talking about and his/her detached stance While these uses are extended from the
basic meaning of the distal demonstrative, thes cases al® bear withess b the syntagnatic
integration ( anong oollocating elements) and the paradignatic competition (among near
synonyms) in the ewlution of linguistic structure

Keywords lexicalization, subjectification, demonstratives, na collocates

TANG Zhengda, Correlations between demonstrative constituents and the positions of
relative clauses n gontaneous conver ation: A typological per ective

In NP, Chinese demonstratives such as zhe( ), na( ), zhege( ), nazhang ( ) can
occur in wo positions (1) at the initial position folloved by a relative clause + de + noun
head;, and (2) immediately before the noun head, i e relative clause ( + de +)
damonstratives + noun head The first structure is referred to as the relative-internal position,
whereas the second the relative-external position The pgper first presents a critical reviev of
the literature on these wo structures The bulk of the paper is o present a fresh analysis from
a typological pergpective, draving data fram gpontaneous conversations as well as fran written
texts

Keywords Chines damonstratives, relative-intemal structure, relative-external structure

ZOU Chongli, Fran logic to language: An interview with Profesor Barbara Hall Partee
This text is a record of ZOU Chongli's interviev with Profesor Partee The focus of the
interviev is on those relationships betveen fomal samantics and Chamskyan syntactic theory,
betwveen language and logic, and the extension of fomal samantics into the field of pragmatics
Partee’'s main vievpoints are as follovs Montague granmar is the extension of Chomskyan
gyntactic theory, and his fomal samantics al®© needs © leamn fran Chamskyan trandomational
granmar in syntax and language acquisition Fomal samantics uses logical and algebraic
methods studying natural language with multiple modes That fomal semantics extends into
fomal pragnatics is one of the mportant current developments

Keywords interviev with Partee, Montague grammar, fomal samantics

WANG Xiuli, Revisitng Chnes trandation of term nologies n Aspect of the Theory of
Syntax

The article discusses the problens found in the Chinese trandation of me key tems in Aspect
of the Theory of Syntax The trandated tems revieved are: recursive <t, recursively
enumerable set, recursive generation, algebraic theory, and procedure

Keywords Chines trandation of linguistic tems
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