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Text Mining-based Topic Analysis:
A Case Study of the Journal “Mainland
China Studies™
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Abstract

With the rapid development of cross-strait situation, “Mainland China”
as a subject of social science studies reflects different topics in different eras.
This study applies an automatic content analysis tool (CATAR ) to analyze
the journal “Mainland China Studies” ( 1998-2015) to observe research
trends based on clustering of the texts from the title and abstract of each
journal article. The results show that the 473 articles published by the journal
are clustered into seven salient topics. By publication number of each topic
over time (including “volume of publications”, “percentage of publications™ ),
we observe two persistent, and five variable topics. Our study demonstrates

(1) feasibility of grouping related articles into meaningful topics, (2)
trends of research topics in the journal “Mainland China Studies”, (3)
topical keywords that provide easy access to past studies, (4 ) future

research directions as signified by yearly trends.

Keywords: Academic Genealogy, Mainland China Studies, Topic Analysis,

Automatic Clustering, Knowledge Mining
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