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Analysis of Discourses on Overseas

Chinese during the Second Sino-Japanese
War

Hsuanlei Shao

Assistant Professor,

Department of East Asian Studies
Abstract

During the Second Sino-Japanese War, a.k.a. War of Resistance
(1937~1945), both China and Japan attempted to gain support from
overseas Chinese using their different political discourses. The concept of
“nation” was not originated in East Asia but highly propagandized during this
war period. This article analyzed and compared various discourses on
overseas Chinese mobilization submitted by four actors— Chiang ( Choung-
ching government ) , Wang ( Nanking government ) , Mao ( Yen-an
government ), and Empire Japan— using documents, reports and diplomatic
files at that time. This article found that overseas Chinese basically accepted
the traditional Chinese thought and were connected by kinship to be an
identical group. The Choung-ching government emphasized on nationalism
in order to appeal overseas Chinese to “Defend Japan, Save Nation”. On the
other hand, Japan presented “Greater East Asia” to overseas Chinese to seek
their corporation. The Nanking government adopted the viewpoint similar to
Japan while promoting Sun Yet Sen’s “Great Asianism,” but the discourse
was not complete. Finally, Mao’s discourse followed those of the Choung-
ching government, while encouraging anti-colonization and independence
with a leftist perspective. In conclusion, this study on multiple discourses on
overseas Chinese may provide a historical reference in East Asian political

studies.

Keyword: Discourses, Nationalism, Overseas Chinese, Political Identity, Sino-

Japanese War
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