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Community Identity and Homeland Discourse:
A Case Study of the Jiao-gong Band in the Meinung

Anti-Dam Movement

Hsuan-Lei Shao*

Abstract

Impacted by encroaching urbanization, Meinung, a traditional agriculture town
in southern Taiwan, has had to learn to deal with challenges. In defense of a
government-proposed dam project, the town mobilized to consolidate its civic
leverage through the indigenous Hakka songs to evoke the passion and common bond
and to unite the community’s identity. The Jaio-gong (Labor Exchange) Band touched
the collective community chord with their Hakka music to promote discourse among
the people and put forth the embodiment of a united front against the project. The
paper examines the process on how Meinung succeeded in converting its indigenous
cultural capital force into a powerful political force against the economical capitalism.

The paper begins by looking into the band’s song lyrics and their origins and
conducting a literature review and on-site investigations. We then examine the
cultural ingredients of their songs and their lyrics, and how the lyrics combined
melody, social values, and physical space to conceptualize homeland that possesses
both “absolutism” and “differentiation.” Their motto arises from such ‘“nostalgic
sentimentalism of home” and “regional political awareness.” Social and cultural
capital forces can be formed through participation and pragmatism. This paper finally
suggests that Meinung community identity is the unique “homeland” concept as the
slogan “From Anti-Dam to On-Site Management”.

Keywords: Community Movement, Regional Politics, Jiao-gong Band, Identity,
Meinung Dam
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