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From Digital Library to Digital Humanities--
Case study of Japanese Touyoubunko Archives

Abstract

In the 21st century, there are having started to build digital libraries and archives
that publicly promote historical information in East Asian countries. This article will
introduce the Digital Library of Toyobunko (Oriental Library), their databases, and
several other digital libraries in Japan, in order to help us building digital library in
Taiwan. It includes a brief history of the Toyobunko, the digitization projects of Asian
historical materials, and other information of digital archives and digital libraries in
Japan. The article also discusses the experiences and difficulties of creating digital
libraries, such as: 1, we shall use non-copyright materials (government ducument or
else) at first stage. It is needed to collect relative laws at the same time. 2, researches
and engineers shall work together before they set up the “metadata”. 3, one digital
library needs more higher teamwork connection with other libraries.

Keywords: Asian history, digital libraries, digital humanities Information

Technology, Japan , Toyo bunko
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