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The recent social unrest in Indonesia in which ethnic Chinese were often victimized
as easy targets could not be understood only from aspects of current ethnic relations
or class structure. A historical approach would be essential since the nation has
experienced frequent riots in modern history. There have been four major periods of
political change in Indonesia: the Japanese occupation (1942-1945), revolution and
independence (1945-1949), the September 30 Incident and the fall of Sukarno
(1965-1967) and the end of Soeharto’s New Order (1998). Social unrest appeared in
the process of a power shift each time.  Although the particular causes or incidents
behind anti-Chinese violence have undeniably varied from location to location, there
does seem to be an overall pattern worth exploring. The ethnic Chinese easily
become scapegoats as they are seen to represent the old regime in times of transfer of
power. If we consider individual incidents, in which the reasons behind the riots
vary considerably, it is not easy to understand how a labor disagreement, political
demonstration, or religious conflict can turn against ethnic Chinese. It is sometimes
easier to ‘blame the victim’ by taking account of the gap between the rich and the
poor for instance. This study suggests all kinds of grievances are released against
old regime with which ethnic Chinese are often seen to associate during a transfer of
power. The anti-Chinese outbreaks should not be seen as a minority problem but a
major problem for the nation.

26



