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The Historic Meaning of the Doctoral Dissertations of Chinese Students

in the Field of Fundamental Educational Theory at

Teachers College of Columbia University

LIOU, Wei-chih

(Department of Education, National Taiwan Normal University, Taibei 10610, China)

Abstract; In the first half of the 20™ century, about 50 Chinese students obtained their doctoral de-
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grees at Teachers College of Columbia University in the United States. This article discussed the charac-
teristics of seven dissertations in the field of fundamental educational theory completed by these Chinese
graduates of Teachers College. In the area of educational psychology, it was a period when the topic of fo-
cus transitioned from Thorndike’s behaviorist approach to Piaget’s moral cognitive development. In terms
of educational philosophy, it was not until around 1950 when the first dissertation on the topic of American
education philosophy appeared, which was deeply impacted by the social reconstruction approach led by
Kilpatrick. As for studies on comparative education in early 1930”s, it was the breaking point when the
naive ideology of “direct implant” was replaced by “cautious adaptation” to remediate national education in
China. Overall, the advisers for Chinese students were well-known scholars in the university or even all o-
ver the United States, and the social reconstructionists who advised Chinese students in the areas of com-
parative education and education philosophy had the most impact on Chinese students during the period.
Key words: education; history of education in China; Teachers College of Columbia University; fun-

damental educational theory
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