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The Promotion of Curriculum Maps and
General Education in Hungkuang University

Chin Cheng Chou’

Abstract

University general education and professional education each has its own philosophy
and objective. Traditional liberal arts tend to be in favor of a broad-spectrum education,
whereas professional education focuses on practical application. Employability
emerges as an essential indicator for university programs as the number of students
decline and the unemployment rate of college graduates increase throughout recent
years. The objective of general education does not focus on employability, and as
such, its credits have been reduced at the gain of more professional course. To this
moment, general education can exist due to the system of university accreditation
evaluation. A lack of a certain legal system baking general education is notorious, and
university accreditation evaluation system could not replace it. University accreditation
evaluation system may create external pressure but it does not compel schools to set
up general education. Actually, the subjectivity of general education remains as vague
as uncertain, and as such a certain lack of motivation and interests in general education
courses among students is still a thorn in our neck. The problem can be solved only if
employability is integrated into the objectives of general education. As a participant
in the "General Education as the Core of the Whole School Curriculum Innovation
Project" launched by the Ministry of Education, the author tries to present in this paper
the background and factors of the development of general education in technical and
vocational schools. An exploration of the map of school curricula is offered as specific
practice linking general education to professional education.

Keywords: curriculum map, general curriculum, general education
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